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photographed by 
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In the beginning…………..



Soap is discovered?
Although no one really knows who or when soap was 
discovered, there are various legends surrounding it’s 
beginning. 
According to Roman legend, soap was named after Mount 
Sapo, an ancient site of animal sacrifices.
After an animal sacrifice, rain would wash the animal fat 
and ash that collected under the ceremonial altars down 
the slopes to the banks of the Tiber River. 
Women washing clothes in the river noticed that if they 
washed their clothes in certain parts of the river after a 
heavy rain their clothes were much cleaner. 
Thus the emergence of the first soap – or at least the first 
use of soap.



Soap is recognised
Moses gave the Israelites detailed laws governing 
personal cleanliness.

Biblical accounts suggest that the Israelites knew that 
mixing ashes and oil produced a kind of hair gel.

Soap is mentioned twice in the Bible, but it is generally 
agreed that the Hebrew word “borith”, which has been 
translated as soap, is a generic term for any cleansing 
agent.
By the second century A.D., the Greek physician, Galen, 
recommended soap for both medicinal and cleansing 
purposes.



Soap is more widely used
Bathing habits all over Europe rose and declined with 
Roman civilization. When Rome fell in 467 A.D., so did 
bathing.
It is said that the lack of cleanliness and poor living 
conditions contributed to the many plagues of the Middle 
Ages.
The English began making soap during the 12th century.

In 1633 King Charles I granted a 14 year monopoly to the 
Society of Soapmakers of Westminster.

In the reign of Elizabeth I, soap consumption in England 
was greater than in any other European country.



Soap and Hygiene

It seems that Queen Bess set the fashion herself, for it 
was reported that the Queen took a bath every four 
weeks "whether it was necessary or not."

It wasn't until the 18th century that bathing came into 
fashion.

In 1791, the French chemist Nicolas Leblanc discovered 
how to extract soda from common salt.

Around the same time, Louis Pasteur proclaimed that 
good personal hygiene would reduce the spread of 
diseases.



Lever Brothers
Starting with a small grocery business begun by his father, 
William Lever and his brothers entered the soap business in 
1885 by buying a small soap works in Warrington, UK. 

Using glycerin and vegetable oils such as palm oil, rather 
than tallow, to manufacture soap, they produced a good, 
free-lathering soap, called “Sunlight Soap", at a rate of 450 
tons per week by 1888. Larger premises were built on 
marshes at what became “Port Sunlight".

By 1900 “Lifebuoy", “Lux" and “Vim" brands had been added 
and subsidiaries had been set up in the United States, 
Switzerland, Canada, Australia, Germany and elsewhere. 



Lever Brothers
By 1911 the company had its own oil palm plantations in 
the Congo and the Solomon Islands. Lever Brothers Ltd 
also acquired other soap companies including A&F Pears, 
Crosfield's of Warrington, Hudson’s of Liverpool.
Lever rode the cresting late-Victorian consumer revolution 
to build a vast industrial empire spread across the globe. 

Four years after William Lever's death in 1925 his 
enterprises were amalgamated as Unilever. 

By 1930 it employed a quarter of a million people and, in 
terms of market value, was the largest company in Britain.

Wikipedia



Lever Brothers (Unilever)Australia

Wikipedia

In 1897, Lever Brothers established a plant at Balmain to 
extract oil from copra which was shipped back 
to Liverpool, England.

In 1900, the Balmain plant began to manufacture Sunlight 
Soap and glycerine, and other products followed.

Early in 1914, William Lever visited Melbourne as part of a 
worldwide tour of Lever interests. 



Lever Brothers (Unilever)Australia

Wikipedia

During the visit he met with J.Kitchen & Sons, who were 
established soap manufacturers, and offered to amalgamate 
the two firms. 

By about 1923-24 Levers Brothers fully owned both 
companies. Shortly after, the company became known as 
Lever & Kitchen.

In 1989, the Home and Personal Care businesses of Lever & 
Kitchen merged with Rexona in Australia to form L&K: 
Rexona.



Lever Brothers (Unilever)Australia

Wikipedia

The company changed name in 1993 to Lever Rexona and 
in 2000 merged with Unilever Foods to form what is now 
Unilever Australasia.

At its prime in 1958, the Balmain factory employed as many 
as 1,250 workers, many of whom were local residents. 

The complex contained a glycerine refinery, toilet and 
laundry soap plant, soap and synthetic detergent powder 
towers, the original mill for coconut oil, an oil refinery and 
hydrogen generation for hardening fats and oils, margarines 
and fats for others such as Arnotts, as well as a large boiler 
house, many storage tanks, extensive wharves and a small 
fleet of lighters and workboats.



Lever Brothers (Unilever)Australia

Wikipedia

The site was also home to:

Edible Oil Industries (EOI), 
Continental soups, 
Puffin and Betty King cake mixes, and 
Mellah desserts.

The Balmain plant was wound down from the 1970s, 
having lost its waterfront to the container wharf 
development at White Bay. 

Production eventually ceased in 1988.



In 1887, Lever purchased 56 acres of unused marshy land at the site which became 
Port Sunlight.

The garden village was founded to house his factory workers. Between 1899 and 1914, 800 
houses with a population of 3,500 were built, together with allotments and public buildings 
including the Lady Lever Art Gallery, a cottage hospital, schools, a concert hall, open air 
swimming pool, church, and a temperance hotel. He also introduced schemes for welfare, 
education and the entertainment of his workers, and encouraged recreation and 
organisations which promoted art, literature, science or music.
Lever's stated aims were "to socialise and Christianise business relations and get back to 
that close family brotherhood that existed in the good old days of hand labour."

He claimed that Port Sunlight was an exercise in profit sharing, but rather than share profits 
directly, he invested them in the village. He said, "It would not do you much good if you send 
it down your throats in the form of bottles of whisky, bags of sweets, or fat geese at 
Christmas. On the other hand, if you leave the money with me, I shall use it to provide for 
you everything that makes life pleasant – nice houses, comfortable homes, and healthy 
recreation."

.

Port Sunlight Village



A CHRONOLOGY of COMPANY FOUNDATIONS & MERGERS

Soap manufacturer J. Kitchen & Sons Pty Ltd was incorporated in Melbourne in 1883. 

Lever & Kitchen Pty Ltd was established in 1962 as a result of a merger that took place between 
two Australian soap manufacturers, Lever Brothers Pty Ltd of Sydney and J. Kitchen & Sons Pty Ltd 
of Melbourne. In 1989 Lever & Kitchen joined Rexona Pty Ltd, creating L&K: Rexona. 

Established in 1873 at Footscray, Victoria, the Apollo Company Works was an early company 
producing organic chemicals such as glycerine, stearine, oleine and household soaps, from products 
found in slaughter yards.

The Apollo Stearine Candle Coy was established in the 1890s and was the Sydney successor 
of the Apollo Company Works. In 1912-14, the Apollo Stearine Candle Coy became part of 
Lever Bros Ltd.

The head office of the new company was located at Rexona's North Rocks site.

Lever Brothers New Zealand and L&K:Rexona then amalgamated to become a truly Australasian 
company in 1993 when it combined the Australian and New Zealand detergents and personal 
products businesses under one management structure and one trading name, Lever Rexona.

In 2000 Lever Rexona merged with Unilever Foods to form Unilever Australasia.

Lever Brothers commenced operations at Balmain in 1897 with a copra oil mill followed by the 
first soap boil of Sunlight in 1900. 



Lever Brothers 

Early Balmain



William Hesketh Lever and his wife Elizabeth Ellen Hulme
at about the time of their first visit to Australia in 1892





Balmain Works 1903 – Oil Mill



COMMEMORATIVE STONES transferred from BALMAIN to NORTH ROCKS

SUNLIGHT OIL WORKS

FIRST SOD TURNED BY Mrs W H LEVER 
26th DEC 1895

SUNLIGHT SOAP, OIL AND 
GLYCERINE WORKS

OPENED BY Mrs J P GRAY
15th OCT 1900



Newsletter of the Steam Tram and Railway 
Preservation (Co-Op) Society Ltd.
t/a Valley Heights Steam Tramway

H. W. Meggitt came from Port Sunlight to 
manage the Lever Brothers Ltd oil mill in 
1895. 
In 1899, apparently unable to resist the lure of 
opportunity in the new land, he resigned the 
position to establish Meggitt Ltd of Parramatta 
in 1908  and the Australian linseed oil 
industry. 



One of the first shifts in the Balmain Oil Mill
Photographed on the Oil Mill steps in 1897

Back row L to R: J. Green, A. Agnew, R. Wilson, - -, W. Rose, A. Ward
Second row: J. Rennie, R. Scott, A. Holt, J. Woods,

Third row: - -, G. Day, H. Wing, J. Zionzee, W. Gurney, C. Gurney (brought from Hull by Meggitt), H. Dick, (the first 
engineer, also from Hull), A. Gurney, T. Soden

Front row: H. Pearson (?)

Refer: Ruth Zionzee – Occupational Health Nurse



Kiritimati (pronounced Kirismas)  showing coconut plantations

Christmas Atoll / island has the greatest land area of any coral atoll in the 
world: about 322 square kilometres; its lagoon is about the same size.

It comprises over 70% of the total land area of Kiribati (pronounced Kiribas), a 
country encompassing 33 Pacific atolls and islands.

Sourcing copra



Published in Sydney Mail, 20 Apr 1921, p18

Unloading coconuts for husking at a plantation in the Manning Straits. These
images gave the impression that Solomon Islands copra could be harvested from
remote plantations, processed, bagged and shipped within the archipelago to a
depot, then to Sydney or direct to the west coast of the United States of America.

A caption noted a vista of one year old seedling palms was the result of a 
commitment by Lever Brothers, "the giant British soap makers (who) have 
invested millions in this group of islands and have many fine plantations".



Gavuta Island, Solomon Islands Lever Brothers Plantations Ltd 1932





Western Pacific where Lever Brothers Plantations Ltd operated copra plantations

Kiritimati atoll was explored by Capt. James Cook in 1777, annexed by Great 
Britain in 1888, and included in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands colony in 1919. 

British nuclear tests were conducted on the atoll in 1957 and 1958 and U.S. 
tests in 1962.



“RENDOVA” one of the Pacific Island ships transporting copra



The Sydney Morning Herald 2 December 1896

Wednesday 2 December 1896
NEW OIL MILLS AT BALMAIN.—The extensive works of 
Messrs. Lever Brothers, at the foot of Reynolds Street, 
Balmain, are now rapidly approaching completion, and 
considerable interest has been manifested in the 
undertaking, in as-much as the works are the first of the 
kind erected in Australia, in which it is proposed to deal in 
a large way with the preparation of cocoa-nut oil. A trial of 
some of the machinery has been made, with satisfactory 
results.



SUNLIGHT
Laundry Soap

First made 1900







Lifebuoy
First made 1900







MONKEY BRAND
First made 1902





Enamelled signs were used to advertise popular brands. 

They used bright colours and the hard, glossy enamel finish meant that they 
defied the worst of outdoor conditions for many years.



Joseph Meek –
Managing Director

1903 - 1924 

William Wainwright Snr
Master Soapmaker

1908- 1923



Balmain works 1903 



LEVER BROTHERS  BALMAIN SITE PLAN  (Notated 30 Nov 1908 as ‘not correct’) 
(original year when it was drawn does not appear: 1896?)





Sunlight Football Club, Lever Brothers, Balmain, 1914
Back row: R. Hart, H. Wilson, D. Thorburn, D. McLean, T. Clitheroe

Middle row: Harry Bearpatch, unknown, M. Cunningham
Front row: W. Wainwright, J. Sloman, B. Dixon, J. Murray, R. McGregor,

Lever Brothers; Balmain Association



Toilet Room girls dressed up for a bazaar in the Sunlight Room, during WW I 
(Lever Brothers, Balmain Association)





Colgate-Palmolive factory, Balmain   ca 1966
The Colgate-Palmolive factory opened in 1923





THE COOPERAGE  ca. 1904
Situated where the engineering store last stood at the S-W corner of the services building adjacent to the oil mill.

The cooperage was an essential part of the factory from its beginnings in 1896 until the late 1930s when 44 gallon 
drums gradually took over the handling of tallow coming in and coconut oil going out. Tankers were progressively 

used and steel drums and wooden barrels were essentially phased out by the late 1960s.
The coopers made and repaired wooden kegs, barrels, casks and tuns until 1915 entirely by hand but later with the 

assistance of powered tools.
The LAST cooper retired around 1950.



Tallow and coconut oil were 
stored and shipped in 
barrels made at first of tough 
Tasmanian blackwood, then of crab 
apple or white ash. The wood was 
cut on the northern coast of New 
South Wales and sent by rail to 
coastal boats for shipping to 
Balmain. At Lever Brothers staves 
were cut, then stored and seasoned 
in cooperage yards. Most of the 
barrel making process was carried 
out by hand until 1915 when 
machinery was installed.
Some tallow was still being received 
in barrels in the early 1960s. The 
tallow was melted out in the M.O.D 
plant thence to storage .

Tallow barrels in the factory yard at Balmain
The tallow was mostly from cattle but there was some sheep tallow (mutton fat). Colour varied from light cream 
to dark green (gut tallow). Tallow for Pears soap (Pears Dark) was a ‘burnt’ grade from the abattoirs and 
renderers. 
The tallow had to be bleached to a standard colour in the S.A.F.E. plant (Sulphuric Acid & Fuller’s Earth); the 
activated bleaching earth adsorbing the colourants before being filtered out in frame presses with canvas as the 
filter medium.
By the mid 1960s all the tallow was delivered in tankers from as far as Victoria and Queensland. Each had to be 
sampled for testing as it arrived . This could be quite hazardous for  the young chemists who had to climb the 
slippery rear rungs then walk along the top to each of the hatches in order to take samples in screw top  glass 
jars. The tankers often stood for half a day whilst connected to steam hoses in order to re-melt for pump-out.



Unloading copra from barge at Lever Brothers Balmain jetty ca 1930



Unloading copra from barge at Lever Brothers Balmain jetty ca 1930



Copra storage shed





The Sydney Mail March 17, 1909



Working in the Oil Mill was hot, dirty and 
frequently dangerous, as the scarred hands of some 
of the retired oil men attest. (One young worker, Joe 
Silleri, lost an arm in the grinding plant).
In summer, as the interior temperatures soared, 
shirts and pants were often discarded and the work 
done in little more than loincloths. When the mill’s 
steam engine blew up in the 1930s, it was replaced 
by three electric motors still driving the original line 
shafting. The hydraulic presses were replaced in 
1949 and the old cooking kettles in 1955.
It takes around 6000 full-grown coconuts to produce 
a tonne of dried copra.
Around 1914, the mill was processing 10,000 tons of 
copra per year ….so, 60 million full-grown 
coconuts!!

Joe Silleri controlling saponification and the counter-current washing of the soap 
through the D.P.U. (Divided Pan Unit). He adapted well to the loss of his left arm.
Joe was also known as ‘the one-armed’ bandit after he was revealed as one of a 
team ‘milking’ poker machines in the early1960s including over in Las Vegas. 
Apparently they ‘milked’ the machines for a significant windfall by jiggling the arm 
until the inserted coin was held in the mechanism whilst they waited for the moment 
to complete the arm pull for a large payout.
A video of the technique is at www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBRYUFUhxw0

The dried copra yields up to 
60% oil. The meal contains 8-
12% oil and 20-22% high quality 
protein suited to ruminants.



Balmain Works 1921



PUNCH PARK

HEAD OFFICE / 
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COOPERAGE
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SUNLIGHT CAKE / 
KEYMEAL
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PACKING

ENGINEERING 
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2013





Laboratory Lever Brothers  Balmain ca 1920



Head Office Balmain before it was moved to become Sunlight Hall 1912





Joseph Meek –
Managing Director

1903 - 1924 

William Wainwright Snr
Master Soapmaker

1908- 1923



JOSEPH MEEK’S CAREER  1903 - 1924
AS DIRECTOR AND MANAGING DIRECTOR OF LEVER BROTHERS AUSTRALIA

During his almost twenty-two year tenure as managing director in Australia, he was generally admired 
by both workers and management for his ‘just and equitable treatment and never-failing courtesy’.

When Lone Hand magazine published a ‘Great Australian Industries’ series in 1911, Lever Brothers 
was the first to be featured. The author of the series, C.A. Jeffries, visited the Balmain factory and 
was particularly struck by its self-sufficiency and modernity:

It is absolutely self-contained. Practically everything required in the industry is made on the 
premises. Cardboard boxes, wooden boxes, barrels, tins, labels, coloured and floral 
wrappings…. All made on the premises. Labour-saving machinery of bewildering ingenuity is 
installed, but in no case does a machine do anything the hand of a skilled employee can do 
better.

Some of the most exquisite colour printing and gilding done in Sydney or Australia is produced 
as a side line in a corner of the factory. At the very least four colours are printed on some of the 
wrappers and then, in some cases a delicate blending tone is laid on over all.

Joseph Meek joined Ward & Company Ltd, printers and publishers, on leaving school 
and in fifteen years had become managing director over more than 500 employees. 
An half-hour interview with Meek was enough to convince William Lever of his 
qualities.

Joseph Meek began work in the printing department of Port Sunlight but Lever 
Brothers turned to him for help with reorganisation of overseas branches. After 18 
months in Canada Meek was sent to Sydney, expecting to stay no more than a year 
or two.
There was strong mutual respect between Meek and William Lever but there was an 
occasional collision of their strong personalities and convictions.



JOSEPH MEEK’S CAREER 1903 - 1924
AS DIRECTOR AND MANAGING DIRECTOR OF LEVER BROTHERS AUSTRALIA

The pan charge returns from Balmain to Port Sunlight revealed that some red 
(low quality) palm oil had been put into Sunlight soap. This could not be tolerated 
and Mr Meek was so informed. He replied that he thought the red palm oil 
improved the appearance of the soap, but this did not impress head office and 
Mr Meek was asked to think again. He did so in a particularly long letter which 
came to the notice of William Lever who wrote to Mr Meek reminding him that he 
was by trade a printer…and that he was therefore not in a position to argue with 
a real soap maker (William Lever himself) about what went into Sunlight soap. 
Red palm oil disappeared from the pan charge returns and it was not long 
thereafter that Mr Meek relinquished the chairmanship of Lever Brothers 
Australia.

Meek presided over his last Lever Brothers 
Limited Australia board meeting on 7 July 
1924. At the 12 September meeting, chaired 
by J. L. Heyworth, letters were submitted from 
Meek resigning his positions as director and 
managing director of the company. 

He went on to devote his energies to his ‘first 
love’, the Lever Brothers copra interests, as 
chairman of Levers Pacific Plantations 
Limited.









William Wainwright
MASTER SOAP MAKER 

Lever Brothers at Balmain

BALMAIN 
COUNCIL
ALDERMAN

1917 to 1922 
MAYOR
1922.

BALMAIN TOWN HALL



COMMEMORATING AUSTRALIA’S SESQUI-CENTENARY OF WHITE SETTLEMENT
1788 - 1938





Into the1950s at least 50 % of Lever Brothers products manufactured in Sydney and destined for 
interstate were shipped in coastal freighters.

Rail wagons were progressively adopted into the 1970s to be then gradually replaced by road 
transport as the road system and quality and capacity of haulage vehicles improved.
Unilever’s transport company SPD (Speedy Prompt Delivery) had the lion’s share of haulage. It was 
later sold to Brambles and one still occasionally sees shipping  containers with SPD signage.

Lever & Kitchen in the early 1980s had a large warehouse with a rail siding on the corner of The 
Crescent  and what is now CityWest Link. When this closed the Cooks River intermodal transport 
terminal on Canal Road at St. Peters was used.

When the Minto factory was opened in 1979 serious thought was given to a large warehouse at the 
bottom of the property adjoining the Sydney-Melbourne line.

LOADING GOODS INTO CARGO MATS FOR 
HOISTING INTO COASTAL FREIGHTERS





Packing toilet soap, possibly Vinolia by the shape





Lever Brothers products ca 1935





Neil Hawley
Austin Shiner described Neil Hawley, 
the works manager, at the time he 
started in 1936 as ‘a hard man but a 
fair man – but he wanted his pound of 
flesh’.
He used to come back at night-time, 
early in the mornings, two or three 
o’clock – come straight from a turn-
out with his big torch.
Every Saturday morning he would 
come and run his finger down the 
stamper dies to see if you had the oil 
on them for the weekend.

Old-timers at Balmain missed the more easy-going 
atmosphere under Joseph Meek.
The poem on this page was written and distributed around 
the Balmain works in the early 1930s and, according to J. A. 
Kelly, it may be termed a ‘poem of protest’ and caused quite 
a stir in the organisation at Balmain.
Of course the identities of the individuals mentioned in the 
poem were no secret, thinly disguised as they were by 
nicknames. ‘Splinter’ was Hawley.
Neil Hawley was born and grew up in Glasgow. He became a 
gunner in the Royal Field Artillery in 1915 and was with the 
ANZACS at Gallipoli until he was invalided home; then 
served another two years as a captain in India before being 
invalided again.
N.W.Hawley went on to be Technical Director on the U.A.P.L 
Board until September 1959 when he was replaced by S.G. 
Cousin.



Austin Shiner
(1941‐1955)

Team
Record     
(W‐D‐L)

Overall Record   
(W‐D‐L)* Difference

Balmain 10‐1‐7 58.33% 152‐14‐103 59.11% ‐0.77
Canterbury 11‐1‐13 46.00% 105‐11‐139 43.33% 2.67
Manly 5‐0‐4 55.56% 71‐4‐92 43.71% 11.84
Newtown 9‐2‐6 58.82% 150‐14‐98 59.92% ‐1.1
Norths 6‐1‐12 34.21% 103‐12‐140 42.75% ‐8.53
Parramatta 6‐0‐6 50.00% 47‐9‐106 31.79% 18.21
Souths 10‐1‐8 55.26% 146‐7‐110 56.84% ‐1.58
St George 13‐0‐5 72.22% 161‐10‐100 61.25% 10.97
Sydney Roosters 9‐1‐10 47.50% 106‐7‐140 43.28% 4.22
Wests 7‐1‐15 32.61% 118‐8‐131 47.47% ‐14.86
*During the referee's career

Austin was a first grade Sydney Rugby League referee for 15 years, 
officiating at the Sydney Cricket  Ground on several occasions.
He was known as a good controller of a game, was unswervingly courteous 
and had the respect of most players. 
He addressed the players as 'gentlemen', e.g., "Pack the scrum down here 
please gentlemen".
He was a proud member of Balmain Leagues Club.

At the time of his retirement in 1984 Austin Shiner was the longest serving Unilever employee left in New 
South Wales. Forty-nine years before, when he began work at Balmain, the repercussions of the Great 
Depression were still being felt and ‘you had to be thankful to God that you had a job’. Austin remembers
seeing fifty or more men waiting outside the nearby Overalls foundry hoping for half a day of back 
breaking labour. At age 16 he was operating a Lifebuoy stamping machine on a nine-hour shift. Workers 
had an half-hour lunch break and the women were allowed a cup of morning tea to drink as well as they 
could without stopping work. There was no smoking in the factory and a watchman known as ‘Mickey the 
Mouse’ patrolled the men’s toilets to be sure no one was sneaking a cigarette there.

1936 – 1984
SERVICE



Lever Brothers

War in the Pacific



Jetty at Milne Bay formerly owned by Lever Pacific Plantations Ltd ca 1942



Milne Bay
1942 - 1943



The Argus (Melbourne, Vic.) Friday 18 July 1947

Friday 18 July 1947

Women plead for soap
SYDNEY, Thurs: The shortage of laundry soap was so acute 
in Sydney that women were begging grocers to let them have 
supplies, Mr W. A Flanagan, secretary of the New South 
Wales Grocers' Association, said to-day. Toilet soap was 
becoming scarce too.





Balmain Works 1957





Lever Brothers

Occupational Health & Safety



Ruth Zionzee (inset). The Health Centre at Lever Brothers, Balmain



Is Ruth Zionzee the longest-serving hands-on Occupational Health 
nurse in the world?

Extracts from Ian Steeps article in the Journal of the Australian College of Nursing November 2013

Ruth started at Lever Brothers, Balmain in 1947. After completing 3 years of business studies in an office 
environment she was accepted in the first intake of the inaugural Preliminary Training School of Balmain 
Hospital. She graduated in 1954 and was awarded the Silver Medal for General Proficiency, the only Silver 
Medal ever to have been awarded.
In May 1954 Ruth began a Midwifery Certificate at  the Royal Hospital for Women at Paddington and was 
double certificated by May 1955.

After two years as an industrial nurse at Ira L. and A.C. Berk, car manufacturers in Chullora, she re-joined 
Lever Brothers at Balmain in 1957.
She was in charge of a busy, well-appointed Health Centre, providing nursing services for up to 1600 
employees including other sites.  A sessional doctor came daily for an hour.
Following a visit to Lever Brothers in 1970 by Miss Mary Blakely, the President of the Royal College of 
Nursing , UK, and also the Principal Nursing Advisor to Unilever, UK, Ruth was enrolled in a post-graduate 
course at The Royal College of Nursing.

Among Ruth’s duties was judging the Pears Beautiful Baby competition on a Channel 9 show sponsored 
by Lever Brothers.

Ruth worked at Lever Brothers as the Occupational Health nurse from 1957 to 1989.
Ruth exemplifies the not unusual inter-generational  employment history of many employees of the time, 
most of whom lived in the locality. Her grandfather was Charles Fairclough who joined as a fitter and turner in 
1900 and by 1909 was Chief Engineer. Her husband George and his brother Bob worked there and their 
grandfather, Joseph Zionzee, is in the Oil Mill  team photo of 1897.

In Ruth’s words she has been “ a lucky person who has been able to successfully pursue a chosen career, 
able to earn a good living and make lifelong friends along the way .. without any regrets”.



Matron Shaw (left) and Ruth (centre) at the final of the Pears Beautiful Baby Competition



Lever Brothers

Quality Assurance
Research & Development



Balmain lab in 1957. Moved to new lab in 1961. John Hancock front left



BALMAIN LABORATORY’S WAX SEAL STAMP



Moving to the New Technical Building  1961
L to R

Jeff Hole, Tony Boughton, John Bull, Mal Bracken



The new Balmain laboratory in the Technical Building 1961
Starting at front:
Peter Barber, Graham Peterson, Sue Hill, Paul Carey, Greg Deakin, Tanya 
Orlova. Margareta Rupp at fume cupboard.

The Balmain 
Laboratory
On 26 June 1961 George 
J. Cole, Chairman of 
Unilever Ltd., officially 
opened the new Technical 
Building at Balmain.
The building, designed by 
the architectural firm of 
Stafford, Moore and 
Farrington in conjunction 
with Unilever technical 
staff, provided 23,000 
square feet of air-
conditioned laboratories, 
offices and related 
facilities.



Central Research Department, Unilever Australia Limited,
PO Box 9, Balmain, NSW 2041, Australia

Central Research Department, Unilever Australia Limited
CRD was headed up by Dr. John Craske with team members including:
Dr. Cecil Bannon, Dr. Geoff Breen, Dr. Ken Sparrow, Charlotte Szonyi, Jeffery Potter, Audrey Hilliker, Kerry Lynch and Kim 
Tran.
John, Cecil and Charlotte specialised in GLC and TLC analysis of lipids and had several papers published in international 
science journals.

Another major patented project was their research 
into and application of sodium borohydride as a 
reducing agent in soap manufacture to greatly 
reduce residual fatty odours and colour in soap after 
the brine wash to extract glycerine and before final 
milling.
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Craske, J.D. and Bannon, C.D.
Gas-liquid chromatography analysis of the 
fatty acid composition of fats and oils: a total 
system for high accuracy. J. Am. Oil Chem. 
Soc., 64, 1413-1417 (1987).

Patented Treatment of Waste 
Water to Reduce Contaminants

Determination of fluoride and 
monofluorophosphate in 
toothpastes by
ion chromatography
JEFFREY J. POTTER, AUDREY E. 
HILLIKER and GEOFFREY J. BREEN*

Unilever was also involved 
with froth flotation and 
dewatering of coal and ore 
fines using low hydrophilic-
hydrophobic (HLB) ratio 
surfactants and fatty acids. 
Dr. Geoff Breen led this.



Lever Brothers

Soap Making



50 ton capacity soap pans





The DPU (Divided Pan Unit) project was managed by Mal Somers. The 
process is one of counter-current washing of the ‘finished’ soap boil in order to 
extract the glycerine.

The molten soap was introduced to the bottom unit; brine solution into the top. 
The soap floated on the brine, flowed over a weir and was distributed by pump 
into the next higher unit where it floated again to the top and in the process had 
more glycerine washed out. There were around seven units. 

The glycerine enriched brine lye was then pumped over to the glycerine 
refinery to be concentrated and refined.



Glycerine refinery, Lever Brothers, Balmain. 1956
The glycerine enriched brine lye from the DPU was concentrated in the vacuum stills and the glycerine 
separated.

The crude glycerine was then treated with activated carbon to remove odours and colourants.
There were two grades:

1. Pharmaceutical / confectionary 2. Dynamite



Soap Chilling Drum – molten soap streamed on and chilled soap sliced off like 
tissue.  ca 1956



Lux hand dishwash ca 1961



John McDiarmid & girls packing toothbrushes & tumblers as 
giveaways with new Stripe toothpaste 1961



Children’s Christmas party Sunlight Hall  1950s
Sunlight Hall, in Roseberry Place, was demolished in 1965







ANZAC DAY 26 April
Balmain Observance



The Lever Ex-Servicemen’s Club held a short march and commemorative service each year, 
usually on the eve of April 24, Anzac Day.

A wreath would be laid beneath the Honour Roll at the office building on the corner of Reynolds and 
Hyam Streets and another on the Memorial Plaque at Sunlight Hall until its demolition in 1965.

Marching up Reynolds Street led by the Leichhardt Police Boys Band (ca 1963)





Advertising & 
Promotions



1939
Lux Radio Theatre
By now radio programmes were fully-sponsored, with the sponsor’s name in the show's title. Advertising 
agencies, which had large radio departments, had involvement in the production of these shows. The Lux 
Radio Theatre began in Australia on March 19, 1939, after five years broadcasting on American radio. The 
programme was a one-hour play on a commercial network, relayed to all states. It went out at 8pm on 
Sunday nights, which was peak listening time. Produced in conjunction with J. Walter Thompson and the 
head of JWT’s radio department, Phil Mygatt, he was brought to Australia to guide the Lux Radio Theatre 
through its first months of its life in Australia.

Rinso Soap Powder  Then Came Happiness (1931) clip 1 on ASO - Australia's audio and visual heritage online.mp4

http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/its-ruth/clip2/

1931
Cinema film advertising Rinso soap powder.

Lyn Foster from Mosman, wrote for a number of 
different sponsors during the war years before 
becoming the main adaptor of radio scripts from 
America for Lux Radio Theatre. In 1942, Foster 
became the director of the serial Big Sister, the 
first nationally sponsored morning serial, billed as 
'the first Australia-wide show designed exclusively 
for women, with the biggest cast of stars in any 
show on the air'.

Ruth Cracknell et al in Lux Radio 



1939
Lux Radio Theatre (cont.)

Series: 143501
Summary: Series of radio plays produced and presented by Australian artists and broadcast
live in front of an audience. Some of the plays include: ‘Dark Angel’, ‘Michael and Mary’,
‘Monsieur Beaucaire’, ‘The Scarlet Pimpernel’, ‘Interference’, ‘Madame X’, ‘Dark Victory’,
‘Hands Across the Table’, ‘Pygmalion’, ‘The Last of Mrs Cheney’, ‘Wuthering Heights’, ‘All My
Sons’.
Contributors: Philip Mygatt (PDR), Douglas Garrick (PDR), Harry Dearth (PDR), Paul Jacklin
(PDR), Stirling Macoboy (PDE), Dick Fair (PDR), Lynn Foster (SCR), Harry Harper (PDR), Len
London (SFX, ANN), Lawrence H. Cecil (PRT).
Cast: Most major actors of the day.
Label: AWA
Episode duration: 60 mins
Broadcast details: 1939-1941 (2GB), 1941-1951 (2UW), 1955-1956 (2UE); Sunday on 2GB
and 2KO at 8.00pm ; Sunday on 2UE at 8.00pm.
Notes: Based on an American program of the same name. Mostly the plays were adaptations
of contemporary Broadway or West End plays and American or British films but occasionally
were Australian written. Originally adaptations came directly from Lux in America. The first play
broadcast was ‘Interference’ produced by American Philip Mygatt and starred visiting
American Irene Purcell and locals Thelma Scott, Peter Finch and Harvey Adams. Hollywood
and British actors occasionally starred in particular plays. As with Macquarie Radio Theatre, all
good Sydney and Melbourne actors appeared at some time or another.
NFSA Holdings: Selected scripts held

National Film and Sound Archive of Australia



The program was very popular during the war years. During this time radio became an important form of communication 
and entertainment as people largely stayed at home and there were blackouts. Over time the show had three comperes: 
the last of these, George Alexander Dear (known as Terry) described the impact the show had during the war years:

When Sammy Dobbs, the great power-that-was at Lever Bros, started up Amateur Hour, he first got Harry Dearth to 
do it, and he was very good indeed. Then when he joined up, Dick Fair took over and carried it through the war years.

That’s when the show got its tremendous popularity. People couldn’t go out; there were blackouts and no street lights and 
since everybody stayed at home, the radio was the best means of communication. Amateur Hour wasn’t just made in 
Sydney. It was broadcast from all over Australia. So if a listener heard Dick saying, ‘Good evening, this is Amateur Hour 
from Cairns in Queensland’, this was real glamour. It was also comforting: the show was still there and still going on, even 
when the Japs came into the war and people were afraid Australia might be invaded. 

Dick left the show in 1950, and that’s when I took over. When I did, we were at show number 423 or something like that, 
and when I finished ten years later we had done something like 930 shows. I was there the longest of the three of us.

The Amateur Hour audience was invited to ring in and vote on the best act. There was a switch board of 10-15 ‘girls’ 
supplied by Lever Brothers taking down votes. People could also write in. Sometimes people would phone in 50 or 60 
votes from a pub for one act. The phone ‘girls’ judged by the background noise whether to accept the votes. Amateur 
Hour compere Terry Dear describes the tabulation system:

We had a switchboard of ten to fifteen girls supplied by Lever Brothers, taking down votes, or people could write in. There 
were many ways they could vote, and we sometimes had colossal totals. Sometimes people would ring with a huge 
number of votes for one act. We wouldn’t know how many people were putting them in, but if there was a lot of 
background noise, we could assume that they were in a pub. If they put in, say fifty-seven votes, we accepted them. The 
Amateur Hour organisation was very good, believe me.

The show kept a register as a theatre agent, and would provide performers from the show. Performers such as Bobby 
Limb, Donald Smith, Rolf Harris and Johnny O’Keefe appeared on the show, and got work that way.

1940 – 1958
Australia’s Amateur Hour



Originally made in Sydney, `Australia’s Amateur Hour’ was later broadcast from all major cities; Richard Fair with a staff of 
six travelled for eight months a year to audition some five thousand people and to rehearse the ten needed for each Thursday 
performance. His `deep, friendly, confident and confidential voice’ calmed `the fears of thousands of amateur performers’, 
according to People magazine. Six feet (183 cm) tall, `strongly built and maturely handsome’, he could cajole audiences into 
doing what he wanted. The show was immensely popular. He journeyed to Sydney to present the Lux Radio Theatre every 
Sunday night until Dearth returned in January 1946. Finding the travelling increasingly arduous, Fair resigned in 1950 and 
moved to 2UW.

This article was published in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 17, (MUP), 2007

1940 – 1958
Australia’s Amateur Hour  (cont.)

Broadcast details: 1940- ; Thursday on 2UW, 3DB and 4BK at 8.00pm; 5AD at 7.30pm.

15 Aug 1957
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJw1kJYzdUA

TCN 9 Highlights 1956-1957
Including Australia’s Amateur Hour 15Aug1957 at 
4:35 playtime

The TV version of Australia’s Amateur Hour  
suffered declining ratings in the face of growing 
competition in this new visual medium from 
artists and entertainers on other channels.
The final show was in November, 1958.

Sponsored by Lever 
Brothers, the makers of 
Rinso.



1942
Big Sister
On February 2, 1942  the serial Big Sister went to air over 2UW in Sydney and a national network of stations, 
sponsored by Lever  Brothers and J. Kitchen & Sons. Australia’s first nationally sponsored  morning 
serial, it was heard five mornings a week throughout Australia. The scripts were American. Throughout its 
five-year run it held top-rating position among daytime programmes and was the forerunner of many other daytime 
serials in that genre.

Lyn Foster from Mosman, wrote for a number of different sponsors during the war years before becoming the 
main adaptor of radio scripts from America for Lux Radio Theatre. In 1942, Foster became the director of the 
serial Big Sister, the first nationally sponsored morning serial, billed as 'the first Australia-wide show designed 
exclusively for women, with the biggest cast of stars in any show on the air'. Adapted from American scripts, the 
serial was extremely popular, attaining top ratings among daytime programs during its five-year run. Lynn 
Foster's direction on Big Sister gained her enormous respect among her peers and colleagues; they fondly 
dubbed her 'The Sergeant' due to both her authority and iron discipline.

BIG SISTER (MACQUARIE : FIRST SERIES 1942 - 1946)
Series: 269056
Summary: Radio drama serial.
Contributors: Gwen Plumb (SCR), Artransa (PDC), Norman Blackler (NRT), Lawrence H. Cecil
(PDR).
Cast: Thelma Scott (Ruth), Lloyd Lamble (Reed), John Tate (John), Alfred Bristowe (Dr.
Carvel), Neva Carr Glyn (Diane), John Bushelle (David).
Label: Macquarie/Artransa
Episode duration: 15 mins
Broadcast details: 1947-1948 ; Monday to Friday on 3AW at 9.15 am ; 2GB.
Notes: ‘With the exception of Lloyd Lamble all of these artists are playing in the roles they
played when ‘Big Sister’ was produced by 2UW [during 1942-1946]’ extract from: The Listener
In, October 18-24, 1947. The series was adapted from American scripts.
NFSA Holdings: Selected scripts held



BIG SISTER (MACQUARIE : SECOND SERIES 1957 - 1960)
Series: 245567
Summary: Radio drama serial.
Contributors: Reginald Goldsworthy (PDR, NRT).
Cast: Laurel Mather (Ruth), Thelma Scott (Ruth), Hal Lashwood (Reed), Ray Hartley
(Richard), Max Osbiston (Perry), Amber Mae Cecil (Margo), Derani Scarr (Valerie), Richard
Davies (Anton).
Label: Macquarie/Artransa
Episode duration: 15 mins
Episodes produced: 780
Broadcast details: 1957-1960 ; Macquarie
Notes: In earlier episodes the part of Ruth Wayne was played by Laurel Mather and in later
episodes, it was played by Thelma Scott who had played the same part in previous series of
‘Big Sister’ made during 1940s.
NFSA Holdings: Selected scripts held

National Film and Sound Archive of Australia

Big Sister (cont.)



In exchange for a healthy fee, the tour manager, NEMS, permitted one of the two 
shows on 12th June 1964 to be recorded for radio transmission. The broadcast, 
titled The Beatles Show and sponsored by the manufacturers of Surf washing 
powder, was transmitted the following Monday evening, 15 June.

Unilever had radio station rights to the Beatles' tour. (Network?)

The Beatles ‘Down Under’ Tour of Australia 1964



Farewell 
Balmain Factory

28 November 1988





Lever & Kitchen, Balmain c. 1965 from the NSD tower with Palmer Street on the left hand side
(Lever Brothers; Balmain Association)



White Bay passenger terminal looking from near Lever Brothers’ original waterfront and copra wharf



J. Kitchen & Sons
Early Melbourne





First Candle factory for J.Kitchen & Sons



CANDLES
A stearine and candle plant was installed at Balmain in 1911.
It was closed in 1924 and sold to Candles Ltd.

The candles 
produced at  

Balmain were 
branded 

ELECTRINE



The largest factory of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere was constructed in 1885, on a 
8.9 ha (22-acre) site between the suburbs of Tighes Hill and Port Waratah, Newcastle by 
Charles Upfold, from London, for his Sydney Soap and Candle Company, to replace a 
smaller factory in Wickham. Their soap products won 17 medals at International 
Exhibitions. At the Sydney International Exhibition they won a bronze medal "against all-
comers from every part of the world", the only first prize awarded for soap and candles. 
Following World War I the company was sold to Lever Brothers, and the factory closed in 
the mid-1930s.

Sydney Soap and Candle Company

1895



Horse drawn load of Persil in wooden boxes 1920s



NEPTUNE MOTOR OIL COMPANY PTY LTD

11/1909 Neptune Oil Company registered
06/1924 Neptune Oil Company Share Account converted into 
22,500 new shares of £4 each.
04/1926 Sale to Lever Brothers Limited for  £132,100

In 1885 a separate organisation of Kitchens and Apollo Company was 
established at Alexandria in Sydney.

A very successful business was created blending lubricating and supplying 
oils for lubricating and many other purposes. Branches were established in 
all the other states.

The Neptune Oil Company was registered in Australia in 1905 but Neptune 
products had been sold here since about 1894. 

Motor spirit went on sale in 1917 under the Waratah brand name and was 
available in every state by 1924. The first company-owned pump was at a 
multi-brand service station in Hunter Street, Sydney.

In 1926 the Anglo-Dutch Shell Company purchased the Neptune/Waratah 
concern from Lever Brothers Limited. 

It was not until 1952 that petrol became available under the Neptune name. 
This was short lived as Shell dropped the name all together in 1959. 

Pumps, with their horizontal pinstriping, were characterised by the unique 
'King Neptune' logo.



NEPTUNE MOTOR OIL COMPANY PTY LTD

1931



Unilever House
No. 1 Macquarie Street

East Circular Quay



Sydney in the Depression years, probably about 1920?. Height restrictions meant only medium-rise 
buildings, and - long before Darling Harbour was transformed - cargo ships ruled and Pyrmont Bridge 
took road traffic through an unattractive industrial area. Photo: Fairfax Archive
Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/reaching-for-the-sky-20130225-2f1uh.html#ixzz2LxLxjW1Q

Bennelong Point Farm Cove Garden Island
A dry dock built between the island and the 
mainland during WW II joined the two. 



1940s? Tram Shed



Tram Shed



Construction of Unilever House, 1 Macquarie Street, East Circular Quay, 
commenced in 1955 and the building was officially opened in 1958.

The Peko-Wallsend group, which had bought the building from Unilever in 
December 1980 for about $8 million, was seeking to sell it in the face of cash flow 
problems at its Tennant Creek mining operations.

After the opening of the Opera House on October 20 1973 by H.M. Queen 
Elizabeth II the prime East Circular Quay location became increasingly the focus 
of developers and the City of Sydney.

After protracted negotiations, David Brice, a developer, agreed to pay $22.8 
million.

Unilever was still the main tenant and had an extremely favourable rental 
agreement negotiated with Peko-Wallsend. This rental was fixed at $10 a square 
foot. Brice eventually bought Unilever out of its lease at  a cost of $4.5 million to 
put a total purchase price of $27.3 million on the building.



Unilever House  (1,500,000 pounds) 1958



Unilever House No. 1 Macquarie Street – opened 1958



Adjudication of the entries in the competition for the Opera House commenced in January 1957





Minto



Minto Site 1993 – start dates – powders 1978  liquids 1987



North Rocks



North Rocks site 1993 - Interpack 1964  Rexona 1969 

Eastern end of office added 1989. Most of Rexona production on site by 1971.



ALEXANDRIA

Formerly J. Kitchen & Sons Sydney 
rendering factory. 

Operations commenced 1885

Principal finished goods warehouse in 
1960s and tallow yard before tankers.



Loading rail wagons with Continental soup at new Alexandria warehouse 1959





O&M becomes IT

also Bob Paxton & Sport





Software on paper tape for the Data 
General Nova minicomputer.

COMPUTING IN THE 
EARLY 1960s

First desktop 
computers  at 
Balmain rolled 
out 1981





Bob Paxton



POPULAR POTTS CARTOON THAT RAN FOR MANY YEARS

CARTOONIST, JIM RUSSELL, WAS A FRIEND OF BOB PAXTON WHO WAS IN 
CHARGE OF UNILEVER’S O&M DIVISION. SEND UP OF EFFICIENCY EXPERTS.

Bob 
Paxton



Col Harrison  Bob Paxton              ??                                   Bill Galbraith         ??            Chris Heyde



Chris (G.C.) Heyde was born in 1914 and after leaving 
school worked as an office clerk, a factory production 
worker, an industrial chemist, a production worker and a 
research officer. He became Chief of Management 
Services for Unilever Australia and for 19 years led a 
team of management specialists working on 
‘improvement’. It was in the latter part of these 19 years, 
in 1965, that work on MODAPTS started formally in 
response to major difficulties with work study systems 
available at the time.
Chris Heyde founded AAPTSAR, the Australian 
Association for Predetermined Time Standards and 
Research and became chairman and research leader. In 
1970 he resigned from his position at Unilever to work 
full-time on completing the MODAPTS work study 
system. This work continued until 1983 when the second 
and enlarged edition of MODAPTS PLUS was published. 
In the process of investigating factors that influenced 
work, Chris wrote The Sensible Task Master, a book 
covering such topics as quality, task times, error rates, 
energy use, rest allowances and the use of yardsticks. 
He also wrote MODAPTS software, lectured and ran 
training courses around the world.

Apart from his work on MODAPTS, Chris 
was a leading Australian numismatist, 
president at various times of the 
Australian Numismatic Society and 
author of books on coins. He assembled 
the biggest collection of Australian coins 
and tokens in its day, notable for its 
comprehensiveness and diversity. He 
was also a large-scale gardener, planting 
over 2000 tress on his country property. 
He died in the year 2000.Reference:     http://www.modapts.com/modnew-GCH.html



SINKING of S.S. TITANIC
Vinolia Toilet Soap

First made 19??

Starlight Toilet Soap
First made 19??

Vintage Cinema Commercial  Vinolia Soap 1900s2.wmv



Titanic hit an iceberg on  the 
evening of 14th & sank 15th April 
1912.





Vinolia Hand Lotion
First made 196?





Rosee Des Prairies





MONKEY BRAND
First made 1902





The soap was a popular product, as were the adverts which usually featured monkeys 
washing dishes, or involved in other household tasks.

There is a lot more that could be said about the advertising for Monkey Brand Soap and the 
use of pavement artists and monkey/human hybrids…this was certainly a fascinating and 
almost surreal advertising campaign that brings to the surface certain attitudes regarding 
Victorian tastes and social order.
Researched & written by Philip Battle

Benjamin Brooke’s Monkey Brand Soap was a versatile product with the capacity to clean 
almost any object or surface but “It Won’t Wash Clothes” that was an unusual strap line 
used first and foremost to tell you what it couldn’t do. It was a ‘scouring soap’ as opposed 
to a ‘soft soap’ in that it contained pumice that was ideal for washing pots & pans and 
almost anything else according to the adverts. A Victorian equivalent of VIM perhaps.

Monkey Brand soap was introduced in around 1888 as a scouring soap. Sidney & Harry 
Gross opened a small factory in Philadelphia, USA.

Lever Brothers bought the company in 1899 and transferred the production of Monkey 
Brand soap to Port Sunlight on the Wirral. The name ‘Benjamin Brooke’ was used to 
promote the Monkey Brand soap both in the States and in Britain.

Production of Monkey Brand commenced at Lever Brothers, Balmain in 1902.









Enamelled signs were used to advertise popular brands. 

They used bright colours and the hard, glossy enamel finish meant that they 
defied the worst of outdoor conditions for many years.



SOLVOL
First made 1915

Port Melbourne





LUX
Toilet Soap

First made 1927



Packing Lux toilet soap



Film stars were used extensively worldwide to promote Lux 







Lux Hand Dishwash
First made 195?



http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/its-ruth/clip2/?nojs



‘LUX’ hand dishwash liquid in metal can before conversion 
to blown polyethylene cylindrical bottle1959





‘LUX’ hand dishwash liquid in cylindrical 
polyethylene bottle 1960.





LUX 
Fabric Wash

First made 1900 – Flakes
First made 1991 – Liquid





KIT
Hand Dishwash

Concentrate
First made 1971





LAUNDRY AIDS



ON DISPLAY at SILVERTON MUSEUM







OMO POWDER
First made 1959

OMO LIQUID
First made 1984









SURF POWDER
First made 1955 (Kitchens, Victoria)

First made 1957 (Kitchens, NSW)

SURF LIQUID
First made 1984 (Qld, SA, WA)

First made 1985 (NSW,Tas,Vic,NT)











Jif Cream Scourer
First made 1975

Jif Cloth
First made 1992







Breeze
First made 1981





Comfort
Fabric Conditioner

First made 19??
Major relaunch1985







Huggie
Fabric Conditioner

First made 1988





HANDY ANDY
First made 1958







Lifebuoy
First made 1900











1960





Lifebuoy White Brisbane test market  1960



ca 1970 - 1983



Relaunched Lifebuoy 2012



MALE HAIR GROOMING
Californian Poppy – 1949

Headway – 196?
Trim – 196?

Vaseline 1987 – Cheseborough Ponds acquisition



Missing ‘TRIM’ @ Balmain ca 1965‘Brylcreem’ ex Sara Lee ca 2010



Vaseline
First made – 1900 (Petroleum Jelly)



Vaseline Petroleum Jelly was created by Robert 
Augustus Chesebrough, a 22-year-old chemist from New 
York, in 1859. 
Oil rig workers discovered that rod wax, a petroleum by-
product from oil rig pumps, healed their cuts and burns.
Chesebrough extracted petroleum jelly from the rod wax 
and gave it to Brooklyn construction workers to treat their 
minor scratches and abrasions.
Unilever acquired Vaseline in 1987, and today the Vaseline 
brand offers much more than the trusted petroleum jelly.



Wisk
First made 1980



1979



Velvet Hand 
Dishwash
First made 1962?



1965



Vim
First made 1935





PEARS 
First made 1789 (transparent soap)



ca 1910                  









Persil Liquids





Persil Powders
First made 18??



The original Persil was made with sodium PERborate and sodium SILicate as the 
builders hence the derived brand name PERSIL.







SUNLIGHT
&

VELVET

Laundry Soap











Enamelled signs were used to advertise popular brands. 

They used bright colours and the hard, glossy enamel finish meant that they 
defied the worst of outdoor conditions for many years.





Enamelled signs were used to advertise popular brands. 

They used bright colours and the hard, glossy enamel finish meant that they 
defied the worst of outdoor conditions for many years.



SUNLIGHT
&

VELVET

Soap Powder





SIREN
SIREN soap renamed Velvet in all states

1944

Laundry Soap and Powder





SUNSILK

Part range





Oral Care



Toothpaste Balmain 1957 – first automated filler



1960



1960



1960





OMOmatic
Powder & Liquid





RIN Detergent Bar





Ultra 7





Torrent





Sunsilk Hairspray





HARMONY
Hair Colourant





Sunlight Hand 
Dishwash





Sunja Foam Bath





Sun Machine 
Dishwash





DOMESTOS





TOILET CLEANERS







DUAL

Floor Cleaner_Polish





Softly





DRIVE 







Rinso Powder & 
Liquid





By the 1950s enamelled advertising signs had become too expensive and print on 
tin took over for outdoor signage.



Rinso on Rose machine 1960





NORSCA





Rexona Talcum 
Powder





Rexona Stick & Roll-
on Deodorants





SHELDON DRUG COY







Founded in 1908 as Rexona, the company was established by a local pharmacist and her husband, the
founder of Australia’s Sheldon Drug Company.
It’s first products were simple shaving razors, soaps and medicated ointments.

Around 1920 Rexona created its first advertising campaign, helping the company take its first steps in the
rapidly expanding drug market. Hygiene billboards began to spring up all over Australia touting the
company name.

In 1928 Rexona was bought by J. Kitchen & Sons.

In the 1960s the world met Rexona antiperspirant.
The product was first introduced in Finland and then rolled out to the rest of the world. It would later assume
different names in different international markets: Rexona in Mexico, Turkey, Australia, Finland, Germany,
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Venezuela, Spain, Indonesia, Italy, Israel, Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore,
China, Hong Kong, Macau, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Philippines, Ghana and Vietnam; Sure in the United
Kingdom and Ireland; Rexena in Japan and Korea; Shield in South Africa, and Rexona in the largest market –
the United States of America and Canada.

The following years would see Rexona establish itself as the top antiperspirant in the world.
It gained endorsements from celebrity athletes, from tennis champion Steffi Graf in 1994 to more recent
superstars, including the All Blacks New Zealand National Rugby Team, the Springboks South African National
Rugby Team, survivalist Bear Grylls, tennis champion David Nalbandian, international cricketers Andrew Flintoff
and Ricky Ponting, and the Lotus F1™ Team.



Rexona Shaving Stick
Rexona Brand registered 1908





Rexona Ointment







Rexona 
No Burn No Bite





Rexona for Feet





Rexona AP Aerosols





Fragrance aerosols in 1950s were 
packed in PVC (organosol) coated 
glass bottles to contain the glass 
should it break.



Revel & Shield 
Toilet Soaps





Lever & Kitchen 
Range mid 80s





McNiven’s,
Sennits,

Lynams & Streets



April 1959



McNiven’s float in 
Sydney’s Waratah 
Festival 1959





1960



1960



Ron Street launching 
replacement surfboat 
for Corrimal surf club 

1960







Edible Fats & Oils



1959



1960





Glycerine refinery, Lever Brothers, Balmain. 1956
The glycerine enriched brine lye from the DPU was concentrated in the vacuum stills and the glycerine 
separated.

The crude glycerine was then treated with activated carbon to remove odours and colourants.
There were two grades:

1. Pharmaceutical / confectionary 2. Dynamite



Cakes & Desserts



Betty King
1919 - ????





1955
1959



1960



Continental Soups



Feb 1960



1960



Potato Flake



1960



PACKAGING AWARDS



1959



RETAILING




